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{54) LdW-POWEREp COMMUNJpATiON SYSTEM AND METHOP OF pPERATfGN 

(57)A{)stract- 

A communication system inciudes a network contmf facility {205)i two downsfreattt cNnnels (212, 213), at 
feast one rsmot6 interface unit (209, 210), and at ieasit one corhmtiiltfcation devioa (201, 202) associated wfti^ 
each remote tnteita0 unit{RI!J), Each RIU <HJei^te5 io one of two operertirig modes: a low power, standby 
mode and a high power, aptiwe mode. Ths wake-op cdimniaind irJstnjGts tfte ■ RttJ to ti^nsiflon from startdby 
mode to active mode iti order to receive user or cofitro! infonTiatton over the pririiary downstream ciiannel. 
The secondary downstream etiannel ytifizes a substantiaily slower transmission speed (e.g., a lower order 
moduiation) than does aie pilmary downstream cnannel, hereby enabling the RiU to consume substantiaity 
less power when in standby mode tftan when in acSye mode, withput advefseiy iinpadting the througtipMt rate 
of the primaty downstream channeL 
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